Constitution of Chinese Students and Scholars Association

This Constitution is updated in April, 2015.

Article I - Name of Organization 

The name of this organization shall be Chinese Students and Scholars Association, which may also be referred to as CSSA. 

Article II - Purpose of the Organization 

The purpose of this organization shall be sharing friendship among members, communicating with each other, helping each other, and enjoying Chinese culture and customs. This organization shall also provide help for future Chinese students, visiting scholars, and employees who need relevant information about the FAU community and possible local rides during transitional period.

Article III - Membership 

Chinese Students and Scholars Association is open to all students at Florida Atlantic University. FAU faculty, staff, and alumni may participate in this organization as associate members. Associate members cannot vote or hold office. Chinese Students and Scholars Association is in full compliance with all Federal and State nondiscrimination and equal opportunity laws, orders and regulations. Chinese Students and Scholars Association does not discriminate against a Student Officer, member or prospective member on any basis identified in FAU Regulation 5.010, except if specifically exempted by law. Chinese Students and Scholars Association is open to all currently enrolled FAU students, except if specifically exempted by law.

Article IV - University Regulations
Section A. CSSA will abide by all Federal, State and Local Laws and FAU Regulations and policies, including but not limited to the Student Code of Conduct, Code of Academic Integrity, Regulation 4.006, Alcohol and Drug Policy, and all requirements as outlined in the Registered Student Organization Manual. 

Section B. CSSA agrees to abide by the Florida AntiHazing Law in the Student Code of Conduct and the Registered Student Organization Manual. 

Article V - Officers

Section A. In order to be eligible for an officer position, candidates must meet requirements as specified by FAU Regulation 4.006.
Section B. The officers of this organization shall be President, Vice President, and Treasurer.

Part 1: The President shall preside at all meetings of the organization and shall coordinate the work of the officers and committees.

Part 2: The Vice-President shall serve as an aide to the President and shall perform the duties of the President in her/his absence or inability to serve.

Part 3: The Treasurer shall receive all monies of CSSA; shall keep an accurate record of receipts and expenditures; shall pay out local funds in accordance with the approved budget as authorized by the organization. The Treasurer shall present a financial statement at every meeting of CSSA and at other times when requested by the President or Vice President.

Section C: Officers shall assume their official duties at the close of the last general meeting of the academic year and shall serve for a term of one academic year and/or until their successors are elected/appointed.

Section D: Any officer of CSSA may be removed from office through the following process:

Part 1: A written request by at least three voting members of the organization shall be submitted to either the President, Vice President, or Treasurer. Written notification shall be sent to the officer in question asking that officer to be present at the next meeting and prepared to respond to the removal request.

Part 2: A two thirds majority vote of members present is necessary to remove the officer.

Part 3: In the event of the removal of an officer, a special provision may be granted to the remaining officers to appoint an interim replacement until an election may be held.

Article VI – Elections
Nominations for all officers will take place annually from the members starting in July. Any member may nominate any other voting member, including himself or herself. Nominations may also be made during the election meeting prior to closing of nominations. Voting will occur by secret ballot and a simple majority vote is required to elect an officer. If there are more than two candidates running and no candidate receives a majority vote, there shall be a run-off vote between the top two vote recipients at the next general meeting. No person shall be eligible to serve more than two consecutive terms in the same office. Elections should take place in late July to early August to allow for turnover between old and new board.

Article VII – Student Organization Advisor

Section A. All Registered Student Organizations must have least one advisor who is a full-time faculty, AMP or SP staff member at FAU.

Section B. The student organization advisor shall serve as a resource person and provide advisory support for the officers and members of the organization. The student organization advisor should attend executive and general meetings; however, the student organization advisor may not vote in any organization matters.

Section C. The student organization advisor shall be nominated by the officers and confirmed by a majority vote of the members.

Section D. The student organization advisor will serve a term of one (1) academic year.

Section E. In the event that the student organization advisor is unable to continue in their position, officers may nominate a replacement at any time, to be confirmed by a majority vote of the members.

Article VIII – Finance

CSSA will request funding from COSO to pay for events and promotional items. It will also raise funds through carwashes and similar activities to help cover the costs of other operational expenses of the organization. Members are expected to participate in these fundraising activities. CSSA will not require membership dues.

Article IX – Dissolution of Organization

In the event this organization dissolves, all monies left in the treasury, after outstanding debts and claims have been paid, shall be donated to “Half the Sky Foundation.”
Article X– Amendments to Constitution
Amendments to this constitution may be made at any regular meeting of CSSA provided notice of the proposed amendment was given one week prior to a vote. Amendments require a two-thirds vote of the voting members in attendance at the meeting, and are subject to final approval by the office of Student Involvement.
