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Petitioners: 

Cody Steed 
1190 Main St. Box 45
Jupiter, FL 33458

Vani Addepalli
1190 Main St. Box 67
Jupiter, FL 33458

Nicholas Tyndall
1190 Main St.Box 266
Jupiter, FL 33458

Andrew Ly 
1190 Main St, Box 99
Jupiter, Fl 33458 

Respondent:
FAU Student Government Elections Board

Requested Relief:
We request that the Student Court declare the Elections Board’s calling of new elections unconstitutional, uphold the previous elections results, and place a hold against any new elections being held. 

Factual Information:
On April 04, 2018, the Elections Board called for special elections for the positions of Student Body President and Student Body Vice President. 

Why Relief is Warranted:
First, the Student Court has original jurisdiction to hear this case, provided by Statutes 603.100 and 603.110 (which state, “The Student Court shall have original jurisdiction over: Cases involving the Student Government Constitution and the Student Body Statutes”). This case explicitly deals with the constitutionality of Election Board’s decision.

Furthermore, Student Government Constitution Article V, Section 5, Subsection A2 states, “Any student, student organization, and/or Student Government Officer, member and/or Student Employee may appeal to the Student Court any nonlegislative action taken against them by the Student Government and/or any of its officers, members and/or student employees.”

Declaring a new election is a nonlegislative action. As a student, having a new election declared affects all students, so there is a cause for petition in this case. Thus, the action in question falls within the purview of Student Court. 

Second, the Student Court has full authority to, upon appeal, reverse or uphold any decision of Elections Board. 

Statutes 603.200 and 603.210 state, “The Student Court shall have appellate jurisdiction over: Appeal of matters and decisions of the Student Elections Board.” 

The Elections Board has made the decision to call for new elections, and thus that decision may be appealed to the Student Court, who has full authority to hear and review the decision. 

Third, since there has been no catastrophic technical or elections process failure, the Elections Board has no authority to declare a new election. 

New elections may only be declared for the following reasons in the Student Government Governing Governing Statutes. 

Article IV, Section 2 sets forth the procedures for how elections of Student Government must proceed. Article IV, Section 2, Subsection C1 states that, “The spring election shall occur on the last Tuesday and Wednesday in February.” Those elections are for “The offices of Student Body President and Student Body Vice President” (Article IV, Section 2, Subsection C2a). Since February has past, no elections may be held for Student Body President or Student Body Vice President. 

Article IV, Section 2, Subsection D states, “The only exceptions to these procedures would be in case of emergency as defined by the Student Body Statutes.” Thus, the only way an election for Student Body President and/or Student Body Vice President can be held outside of February is if the Student Government Statutes provides an emergency exception. 

The only statutory exceptions are as follows.

Statute 324.100 “In case of a campus emergency such as a natural disaster, threats of natural disaster, acts of God, or other such threats to the safety and security of FAU students which may impede the voting process, the Student Body President may, upon agreement with the Supervisor of Elections and the Student Government Advisors, suspend and reschedule an election and revise the election timeline.” (There was no campus emergency, so this statute does not apply in this election). 

Statute 324.200 “In the case of catastrophic technical or elections process failure, the Student Body President, may upon agreement with the Supervisor of Elections and the Student Government Advisors, call a new election and any voter results of the disrupted election will be invalidated.
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